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Camp and Conference Ministry Emphasis Sunday 

Worship Service 
 

Transformation 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Minute for Mission Prior to Camp and Conference Sunday identify those in 
your congregation (or other local congregations) who have worked at a camp 
and conference center. (Feel free to contact NaCoMe and ask us for a list of 
names and their contact information.) Invite one or more of these folks to share 
briefly how their work/experience at camp shaped them and helped them grow 
spiritually and professionally.  
 
Gathering Song  Begin by singing a gathering song that may be familiar to 
campers in the congregation. Check with your local camp director for 
suggestions. “Sanctuary” or “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” or “Spirit of the Living 
God” would be appropriate choices. 
 
Call to Worship (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
Leader: Sing to God, O kingdom of the earth 
People: Sing praises to the Lord. 
Leader: Proclaim the power of God,  
People: whose majesty is over Israel  
Leader: You are awesome, O God, in your sanctuary; the God of Israel 
gives power and strength to God’s people 
People: Praise be to God! 
All: Let us now worship God our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer! 
 
Hymn of Praise A praise hymn that references God’s creation would be fitting. 
Some suggestions include, “Morning Has Broken” “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore 
Thee” “How Great Thou Art” “All Creatures of Our God and King” Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” or “All Things Bright and Beautiful.”  
 
Prayer of Confession (Taken from The Pattern of Our Days Worship in the 
Celtic Traditions form the Iona Community, Kathy Galloway, Editor) 
God of the spirit of kindness, in the glory of earth and sea and stars, in 
the kaleidoscope of color and shade and shapeliness, in the patterns of 
humor and tenderness and touch, we celebrate your generosity. 
Forgive us when we forget the gift in our every breath, the care that 
sustains our every moment, the grace that can transform our every 
day. Set us free from the prison of grudging hearts, mean desires, 



resentful spirits. Give us the courage to act with justice and generosity, 
and draw us into love that does not calculate or keep scores…(silent 
prayer)…Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you, and set you 
free. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Almighty God, your Word does not return to you empty, therefore we trust in 
Your power to silence in us any voice but Your own. We anticipate the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit that will take us to people and places yet unknown 
so that we might proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ where ever You lead 
us. Amen.  
 
Scripture Readings    Exodus 24:12-18 

  Matthew 17:1-9 
 
Proclamation of the Word    
There is something about mountains isn’t there? God repeatedly sends his most 
prominent followers to mountaintops as a place to receive and be transformed 
by his word. It is only fitting that Elijah and Moses should appear alongside 
Jesus, Peter, John, and James on the high mountain during the transfiguration.  
The presence of these two men, who brought the Law to the Israelites following 
their own mountaintop experiences, serves as validation to the undeniable fact 
that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the Law. It is during Jesus’ transfiguration 
that his greatness becomes visible. Jesus’ face shines like the sun, and his 
clothes became white as the light. What a truly amazing image to behold.  
 
How incredible it must have been to be on the mountaintop. How wonderful it 
must have been for Peter, John, and James to breathe in the fresh mountain air 
and to look around after Jesus’ transfiguration only to find that they had been 
transformed along with him. They must have been. Who could witness such an 
event and remain the same? The men who walked down the mountain were 
different men than the ones who walked up it I have no doubt. 
 
But the experience of Peter, John, and James is not a unique one. In fact, it is 
one that all Christians can have. If we will simply journey up the mountain and 
open ourselves up.  Our stories will not be identical to the transfiguration story 
we read today, but they are and will be stories of shining faces and voices lifted 
in song and prayer and of lives and relationships transformed through witnessing 
of Jesus. 
 



There is something about mountains. We have read the mountaintop stories of 
Jesus and Moses, but after Moses’ experience and before Jesus’ transfiguration 
on the mountain, Elijah had his own mountaintop experience. Elijah came to 
Mount Sinai seeking advice from God on how to bring His word back to the 
Israelites. Elijah needed God in this moment and looked for him on the 
mountain, but when Elijah was on Mount Sinai he did not find God in the wind. 
He did not find Him in the earthquake. He didn’t find Him in the fire! No, Elijah 
found God in the silence. It was in the silence that God whispered to him. It was 
in the silence that Elijah was able to hear God.  
 
There is one thing that I would like to point out from the reading this week; 
during Jesus’ transfiguration, the voice in the cloud saying, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” This is the same 
announcement from the heavens that was made at Jesus’ baptism, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with him, I am well pleased” However, on the mountaintop it 
carries the added command, “listen to him!” Listen. Listen to Him. 
 
God is not only present on the mountaintops. He is all around us, even at 
moments when we may wish he wasn’t. His love is encapsulating. No matter 
where we are we cannot escape it, but the mountaintop moments in our lives 
are those that allow us to reflect on it; to see that we do not create or destroy 
this love. They allow us to simply listen and appreciate God. These moments are 
a gift, and it is in this that we see the value of Camp and Conference Centers.  
 
Camps like NaCoMe provide us with a place to listen and reflect on God’s love. 
Before we can have a mountaintop experience, we need a mountaintop. Luckily 
for us, the Lord provides, and we constantly see that NaCoMe, and other Camp 
and Conference Centers like it, provide the thin air and holy space that helps 
open our ears to God’s words and our eyes to His works. Feeling the water of the 
creek run through our fingers, breathing in the fresh camp air, and floating atop 
the water in a canoe may seem like small or even insignificant moments as they 
happen. Walking up the mountain with Jesus may have seemed like an 
insignificant moment for John, James, and Peter. But these moments build on 
one another. Each small moment adds to the previous one to immerse us into 
God’s presence. Camps change us through repeatedly exposing us to these 
seemingly little moments. In them, we become invigorated and empowered. We 
find our faith strengthened as camp facilitates the transforming process of God’s 
love in ways hard to replicate in our daily lives. The testimonies offered at the 
start of our service are a few examples of this. Camps are not merely places for 
fun and games; they are places that provide their visitors with profoundly 
impactful moments in their walk with Christ.  
 
Christ’s transfiguration is something that should inspire awe within our hearts. It 
is something we should be thankful for! Moses’ receiving of the tablets on Mount 



Sinai should inspire awe within our hearts. It too is something we should be 
thankful for, and Camps and Conference Centers have the ability to inspire awe 
within us. Let us give thanks to them today and the transforming moments they 
can afford to us. Camps help us to grow closer to God and be transformed by 
the newfound depth in our relationship with Him.  
 
The past two summers NaCoMe has conducted surveys of their campers. This 
summer, 99.49% of the children that attended said they felt closer to God while 
at camp. Where else but at a summer camp can we find these numbers? What 
other place do we know of that brings nearly all those that come closer to God? 
In 1 Kings 20:28 the Lord shows that he is a God of the valleys as well as the 
mountains, and certainly he is in the valley of NaCoMe.   
 
 
 Pictures often say so much more than words.  If your facility allows you 
could conclude by showing pictures of children at camp and God’s creation at 
NaCoMe and give the congregation time to appreciate the images. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
Caring God, we thank you for calling and equipping leaders to participate in your 
work in the world: 
 
for those who have loved us enough to correct us, 
may we have teachable spirits and heed their wisdom; 
 
for those who have allowed us to grow through failure and mistakes, 
may we gain both insight and humility from these experiences; 
 
for mentors who have seen gifts in us that we never knew we had, 
grant us the disciple to hone our gifts for your use. 
 
We pray: 
 
for all of those who are in the midst of the wilderness, uncertain and afraid, 
envelop them with your peace and assure them of your constant 
presence; 
 
for those who know they are called but have yet to say, “Here I am,” 
confirm in them not their own worthiness or ability, but your power 
and providence; 
 
for camp directors, counselors, campers, and retreat guests 



may their time in the wilderness bear witness to the transforming love 
of Jesus Christ and bring light to the world. 
 
We thank you, Lord God, for all of those who have followed the leadings of your 
Holy Spirit and gone to unexpected places and people in order to proclaim the 
good news about Jesus. Uphold them, and us, as we all seek to be faithful, going 
to where ever you send us, even if it is the mountaintop, trusting that you use us 
and are with us. In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 
 
Hymn Suggestions: #377 (blue hymnal) Lord, You Have Come to the 
Lakeshore, #426 (blue hymnal) Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak, 
#343(blue hymnal) Called as Partners in Christ’s Service or The 
Summons (Sing the Faith)  
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings (part of the offering might be 
designated to NaCoMe, we would be extremely grateful) 
 
Offertory 
 
Doxology 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Hymn Suggestions: 435 (blue hymnal) We Are All One in Mission, 
#432(blue hymnal) Song of Hope, #418(blue hymnal) God, Bless Your 
Church with Strength! 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Following the service offer a time of fellowship and invite those who shared their 
stories for the proclamation to be available to talk with worshippers. Set up 
tables with pictures from camp and retreats (NaCoMe can provide pictures if 
needed). Invite member to bring photos to share. Put together a slide show and 
let it run throughout the fellowship time. Set up a table with NaCoMe’s brochure 
and invite people to take these home. 
 
 
 
 


